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PRESS RELEASE

INSIGHTS partners discuss
sustainable tourism marketing and
integrated management schemes

SCOM and thematic meeting in Komarno, Slovakia

Partners from Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia
and Slovenia gathered at the 5" Steering Committee meeting and 7" thematic meeting.
The meeting took place in Komarno, Slovakia on 22-23 November 2018 and was
hosted by the lead partner Pons Danubii EGTC.

Partners met on Thursday morning at Restaurant Kortina, located in an old
reconstructed fortification in Komarno and were welcomed by Zoltan Bara from Pons
Danubii EGTC. The welcome speech was followed by a short presentation of the city of
Komarno and the work of Pons Danubii EGTC in the city. The introductory words were
followed by the discussion on project management issues and progress of work
packages. Project partners were informed about the project performance so far and
reminded about the important details regarding the reporting in the last period.
Partners presented their actions and plans in the scope of Tour & Picnic events, Michael
Meyer from CEEweb and Prof. Ulrike Prébstl-Haider from BOKU University from
Vienna presented the professional publications on the project results and Eva Vovk
from the Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia presented the draft version of the
project video. After lunch, the meeting continued with a strategy building session and
discussion on sustainable tourism marketing and promotion, smart tools and
methods for coordinated sustainable supply linked to greenways and integrated
management schemes.

The first day of the meeting was concluded with a guided tour of the city and visit of
the fortress. The participants had the opportunity to see the well-preserved remains of
the fortification structure, Komarno's main historical monuments symbolizing both the
pride and resilience of this historically important town. The fortification structure
includes Old and New fortresses at the confluence of the rivers Danube and Vah and the
bastions from the Palatine's line to protect the city from the west. After the tour of the
fortress, partners walked through the city to the Courtyard of Europe. The unique
architectural work is stylistically designed to represent historical architecture typical for
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the European Union member states. In the middle of the Courtyard of Europe stands a
functional copy of the original well which stood in the square until 1878. On the walk
through the city, partners stopped in front of the monuments of Komarno's famous
citizens such as Franz Lehar, famous composer and Mér Jékai, the world-famous
Hungarian romantic writer and novelist and learned about their importance for the city.

On Friday partners met again at Restaurant Kortina and discussed pilot action plans.
First, an overview of pilot action plans implementation was made. Then partners
presented their pilot activities and its progress. As part of pilot action plan
presentations, the hosts organized a presentation of Virtual reality tour of the
fortress that was visited the previous day. Partners had the opportunity to try the VR
Tour and see how the fortress looked like while it was still in use. Partners officially
concluded the meeting with a presentation of planned activities in the forthcoming
months.

The final multilateral meeting will be held in Litija and Smartno pri Litiji, Slovenia at
the end of May 2019.

About the project

The 30-months long project (January 2017 - June 2019) was approved within the Interreg
Danube Transnational Programme financed by the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA).

The INSIGHTS project is about finding solutions for making regions more attractive to
tourists by developing tourism strategies that keep in the focus the protection of natural and
cultural resources. Regions in INSIGHTS all have outstanding natural and cultural resources, and
at the same time they have a great potential related to the fast-growing recreational trend of
slow, green and healthy tourism.

Partners are working in close cooperation with stakeholders in eight regions to gain relevant local
feedback on the current situation of tourism and also ideas and proposals for new opportunities
for slow, green and healthy tourism. There will be eight integrated sustainable tourism
strategies developed by the partner regions and they will be adaptable all across the Danube
Region.

For more information about the INSIGHT project please visit: www.interreg-danube.eu/insights
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Contact:

Eméke Téth, Lead partner
Pons Danubii European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation, Namestie generala Klapku 1,
Komarno, Slovakia

Email: komunikacia@ponsdanubii.eu
Eva Vovk, Coordinator of Communication Activities

Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia, Jerebova 14, 1270 Litija, Slovenia
Email: eva.vovk@razvoj.si

Photos from the meeting

INSIGHTS partners in front of the fortress.
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At the meeting project partners presented their regional pilot action implementations.
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