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News from the Project

About BioFarms Cluster

BFC is an Interreg IPA ADRION-funded project that brings together nine partners from
seven countries (ltaly, Slovenia, Croatia, Greece, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, and
Albania). The project aims to enhance the valorization of agri-food by-products and
wild plant species, transforming them into high-value nutraceutical and
biopharmaceutical applications.

Project Partners Gather in Croatia for the 2nd Transnational Project
Meeting of BFC

From 1-2 July 2025, the partners of the BioFarms Cluster (BFC) project came together in
Koprivnica Krizevci County, Croatia for the 2"? Transnational Project Meeting, hosted by
Development Agency PORA KKZ and KriZevci University of Applied Sciences.

The meeting served as a valuable opportunity to take stock of the project’s achievements to
date, discuss challenges and coordination needs, and plan the next implementation steps as the
project enters a new phase.

Day 1 — Progress Review & Steering Committee

Held at the premises of PORA Regional Development Agency, the first day featured detailed
presentations from all partners on the activities carried out under each Work Package.
Deliverables completed during the first implementation period - such as the Market Demand
Study, the BioFarms Toolkit, and the transnational survey on circular innovation in the agri-food
sector - were reviewed and discussed. A dedicated Steering Committee meeting concluded the
day, focusing on strategic alignment and planning.

Day 2 - Pilots in Focus & Regional Inspiration

On the second day, hosted by Krizevci University of Applied Sciences, the discussion shifted to
the upcoming pilot activities and the joint planning of the work plan for their implementation. The
day concluded with a visit to JAN SPIDER, a local company specialising in natural and organic
products, offering a strong example of green entrepreneurship aligned with the project's vision.
This transnaional gathering not only strengthened the working relationships among the partners,
but also reinforced the project’s ambition to develop a macro-regional cluster rooted in smart
specialisation and the quadruple helix model - bringing together academia, SMEs, civil society,
and public authorities in the field of biopharmaceutical and nutraceutical innovation.

New Survey on Biodiversity and Circular Innovation

We are pleased to announce the publication of a transnational survey report exploring how
farmers and SMEs across the Adriatic and Western Balkans can be incentivised to enhance
biodiversity and adopt circular economy practices. The report maps national policies, legal
frameworks, funding opportunities, and stakeholder engagement mechanisms in seven partner
countries. It provides a rich comparative analysis of how biodiversity can be used for
sustainable agricultural innovation, laying the groundwork for upcoming piloting activities and
the development of the BioFarms Toolkit.

You can find the survey on the Biofarms Cluster website.

Join the BioFarms Community

The BioFarms Cluster welcomes new stakeholders, including researchers, SMEs, and policymakers, to
engage in its activities. Stay tuned for upcoming webinars, training programs, and funding opportunities!

Visit our website: https://bfc.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/  Follow us on LinkedIn m

Together, we are building a smarter, greener, and more innovative bio-economy for the Adriatic-lonian region!
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